Entry form — Lieutenant Governor’s Community Spirit Award

Thank you for taking the time to talk about your community's history and show us why it is
so special.

e Please provide the following information, then continue your nomination by adding
pages to this document, in MS Word format. That way you will send us only one
attachment.

e Please save your file with the name of your community.

e All nominations must be submitted in Microsoft Word format and, if applicable,
video format (avi or mpg only), as a second attachment.

e Completed entry forms and nominations must be e-mailed to
submissions@communityspiritaward.ca before midnight, 31 January 2010.

Name of community: Cheticamp

Contact for submission of nomination: Ida LeLiévre
E-mail: idalelievre@hotmail.com

Telephone number (day): 902-224-2642
Telephone number (evening):

Names of groups in the community that contributed to preparation of this nomination:
1. La Société Saint-Pierre

2. Cheticamp Arts Council

3. La Coopérative Radio Chéticamp - CKIM

4. Cheticamp Economic Council

5.

By submitting your nomination, you authorize the posting of your anecdotes in the
Lieutenant Governor's Community Spirit Award website and the sharing of these anecdotes
on line with media partners.

Chéticamp



mailto:submissions@communityspiritaward.ca

About Cheticamp

The Acadian village of Cheticamp is one of the most visited places in Nova Scotia and without
doubt, one of the most beautiful areas in the Maritime Provinces. Cheticamp is one of the
pr ovi n cdynansic framcoghdne communities.

Cheticampdbs geographic | ocation has ensured t
Cape Breton Island. However, the village residents have done more than just survive. They have

also kept very alive vast parts of their language and culture that other Acadians have forgotten.

Cheticamp is a very beautiful Acadian village nestled in the green hills of the picturesque Cabot

Trail and bathed by the tides of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Cheticamp is a beautiful corner of Acadie where you can experience the warm welcome of
people proud of their culture so rich in music and traditions. In summer, an atmosphere of
celebration pervades the Cheticamp and its residents. Here, we are blessed with a great diversity
of landscapes and a host of activities sure to please anyone seeking a different vacation.

Fun and activities for every taste await you in Cheticamp. Lively fiddle music, delicious Acadian
dishes and refined crafts products have earned this Acadian village an enviable reputation.
Cheticamp, definitely one of Nova Scotiads pr

Founding
For many years, the Mikmag aboriginal people regularly visited the region on their hunting and

fishing expeditions, but did not settle here. The or i gi ns of the name fAChet
the Mikmag. This name apparently was derived, through a whole series of transformations, from

the M2kmaq expression (pronounced Aouchadouch
that this expression refers to the fact that the harbour entry rarely filled up with sand.

We also know that for a long time, Bretons and Basques (from France) came to fish along our
shores and dried their cod on shore. However, the first to establish a permanent fishing station on
Cheticamp Island were the Robins (merchants from the Isle of Jersey, in the English Channel of
the coast of France), around 1770. People came from as far away as Prince Edward Island or
Avrichat, around the other side of Cape Breton Island, to work here during the fishing season.

It was not until 1785 that a group of Acadians who had returned from exile (the Acadian
Deportation) settled permanently in Cheticamp. In 1787, a second contingent of pioneers joined
the first arrivals.

In 1790, five years after the arrival of the first settlers, 14 family heads from Cheticamp obtained
a charter on behalf of all the inhabitants, granting them title to 7,000 acres of land. They then



divided this land among the 26 or so families then living in Cheticamp. Finally, for the first time
in more than 35 years, they lived on land that they owned. The following generations have

al ways referred to these petitioners of
Essential value of the founders
Our founding pioneers and several generations of their descendants were deeply religious people.
They were solidly anchored in their dedication to the Roman Catholic faith, and one of their
prime concerns from the early days of the settlement was to build a place to celebrate mass.

The current church was built very near to the

¥ harbour shore in 1892-1893, by Rev. Pierre Fiset
§ with the help of village residents. Since its

founding, the parish of Cheticamp has served a vast

region extending from Cap-Rouge (a former hamlet

|l ocated inside todayods

Noire). Today, from its high perch, the church
still dominates the village and the bay.

Saint-Pierre Church

The Trois Pignons

In 1947, the Sociéte Saint-Pierre was founded. Since then, for Acadians in the greater
Cheticamp area, it has been the organization that oversees the preservation and promotion of
Acadian language and culture. Over the years, with the support of the community and
government agencies, the Société built the Trois Pignons. Today, this building is the cultural
centre that houses a visitor information centre, the Elizabeth LeFort hooked rugs museum and an
antiques museum, a genealogy centre, a C@P site, various community offices, the CKJM
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Festival de I’Esacouette

Our great Acadian festival, the Fe st i v al d ebegdn in EOZ6cTadayutlasteigheweek
festival is the only one of its kind and calibre on Cape Breton Island. This is a celebration of the
Acadian culture, traditions and identity the entire Cheticamp region. The Festival celebrates our
Acadian character through many music, theatre and traditional dance performances. We revel in
and share with visitors our joy of living and Acadian pride. More than 15,000 people attend the
various Festival activities over the summer. The success of our Acadian Festival owes much to
the many community partnerships that each year make a special contribution to organization and
production of the Festival.

Cheticamp Arts Council

In November 1999, some local organizations (the Swing du Suéte dance company, the Echo des

Montagnes youth choir, Théatre Sans Détour, etc.) and individuals decided to pool their efforts

to serve the communitybés arts and culture sec
was officially incorporated and became a regional arts council recognized by the Province of

Nova Scotiabs Departmendge.of Tourism, Culture

Since its inception, the Council has produced more than 885 performances and has forged solid

partnerships in the community. All are focused on developing, preserving and promoting

Acadian culture in Cheticamp to ensure survival and a contributionto t he r egi onds eco
growth and development.

The Council:

e Provides training in the arts each year to adults and students (theatre, dance, visual arts,
production of various instruments, etc.);

e Supports the facilitation available to musical groups and arts companies and groups (this
may be administrative, artistic and/or planning support);

e Provides services such as equipment, staff, facilities, etc. so artists and groups can
produce performances and/or art exhibitions;

e Has a touring section to provide more opportunities and practical experience to your
artists and expand their audience.



The Grand Cercle is one of our initial plays.

This musical describing the history of Acadie in a series of scenes
that include more than 200 participants was first performed in 2004.
In the past, this performance took place in the arena and is definitely
the largest musical in the Atlantic Provinces. The soundtrack was
recorded in 2006.

CKJM Cheticamp Radio Cooperative

Everything began in 1991 when a group of people held a public meeting to gauge interest in a
community radio station. A decision was made to organize a short-term broadcast with
equipment leased from the Alliance des radios communautaires du Canada. This initial broadcast
proved so popular that a decision was made to continue steps toward a permanent community
radio station. In February 1992, the Coopérative Radio-Chéticamp Ltée was created. Several
short-term broadcasts and fundraising activities were organized to raise about $90,000,
representing 30 percent of the capital costs.

In October 1995, CKJM went on air permanently with a power of 3,000 watts FM stereo.
Programming was provided by employees, volunteers and rebroadcasts from CFIM, the 7 6 7
Magdalen Islands community radio station. These islands are located about 80 km from C\k\{fg

Cheticamp in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and are part of the Province of Quebec. ~_~_~/~‘/-‘\/l

In August 2000, Studio Marcel Doucet was opened. This multitrack digital studio boasts the very
latest technology. In addition to recording musical radio broadcasts, the studio is also used to
record alboums and our annual radiothon.

Today, CKJM broadcasts 24 hours a day, seven days a week, with 78 hours of local
programming and the remaining time filled with automated music and broadcasts of the Réseau
Francophone gdoApnSa ue .

"’ # The cooperative movement has played a
key role in development of our region
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farming, credit unions, retail stores,
hooked rugs and crafts.

A little of our culture and tradtions

Music

It is often said that Acadians are a singing people. Our ancestors from old Acadie had brought
with them a huge treasury of beautiful songs from France. These were passed down orally for
centuries. The founders of various small Acadian villages sang these beautiful old songs.

In Cheticamp, these traditional songs brought by our pioneer founders were probably better
preserved than anywhere else in the new Acadie. It was only later, as people became literate, that
these songs began to be set down in writing in notebooks carefully preserved within families.
Oral transmission, which had lasted for many years, gave rise to interesting variants in the
melodies as well as lyrics.

Capuchin Fathers Anselme Chiasson and Daniel Boudreau were wise enough to gather all the old
songs they could uncover, transcribe their music and lyrics, and publish them. Books are no
longer the medium for handing down our treasures to future generations. Instead, computer
technology, especially the Internet, has taken on this role. We wanted to record these songs with
modern digital technology and then place these recordings on the Internet, with musical and
lyrical notations, to make them accessible and attractive to our young people.

Over a period of just a few months, we recorded performances of more than 560 of our
Chansons doOoAcadie. Sound
appear on the website of our community station, Radio
CKJM. This gives people around the world access to the
treasure trove of old traditional songs from the Cheticamp
area.

= 2

L to R Father Anselme Chiasson and
Father Daniel Boudreau

Mi-Caréme

Mi-Caréme is an ancient tradition that started in France as the celebration devised to offset the
sacrifices of Lent. Since then, this event has been lost in several locations and has changed in
others. Among the many customs, however, the Cheticamp Acadian region has kept this tradition
strong for more than 200 years and still celebrates with enthusiasm.




During the Mi-Caréme time, local people, alone or in groups, don disguises and visit their
friends. The hosts must try to guess the identity of the visitor in disguise. This makes for an
enjoyable evening in which shy people have an opportunity to show their true colours.

The word Mi-Caréme simply means the middle of Lent, the Thursday of the third full week in

the 40 days of fasting and penitence leading up to Easter. This day was set aside to celebrate and

forget the hardships of Lent. Brought to North America by French settlers, Mi-Caréme has

survived in only four Acadian villages: Saint-Antoine-de-l 6 -&lik-@rues and Natashquan in

Quebec, Fatimai n t he Magdal en | sl ands, -dspiduloirea Scot i
and Margaree region.

Even after more than 200 years, this celebration is still held in the Cheticamp, Saint-Joseph-du-
Moine and Margaree area. Instead of one day, however, the celebration lasts an entire week! It is
not uncommon for a person from this area to take vacation for the whole week of Mi-Caréme so
as not to miss a moment of the festivities.

Hooked rugs
The art of rug hooking, a local craft, has become a community industry over the years. This craft

was begun, developed and perfected over more than half a century with no one in Cheticamp
setting the details or story of its growth down on paper. In 1963, a rug production and marketing
cooperative was created and became what is now the Coopérative artisanale de Chéticamp.
There are still about a hundred people in the region making hooked rugs. Hooked rugs of all
types are found in Cheticamp, not only in village shops but also in stores throughout the province
and across Canada.



http://www.sma.qc.ca:8080/vvs/vvs_16.htm
http://affairesautochtones.com/premiers_peuples/natashquan.html
http://www.quebecweb.com/exclub/agen/cime002a.htm

After 225 years

From its earliest days, the Acadian community of Cheticamp has recognized the importance and
necessity of working together to survive and grow. Thanks to the tenacity of our ancestors, the
people of Cheticamp have always worked hard to ensure the development and growth of their
community. Acadians here have always managed to take matters into their own hands to provide
many community services and meet their needs through various projects, such as a health centre,
a golf course, a community radio and television station, a sidewalk, a performance hall and
theatre, an arena, tourism development tools, and many others. We have more than 40 volunteer
associations and organizations working directly and indirectly with the private sector on the
economic, cultural, community and social development of the greater Acadian region of
Cheticamp.

For us, however, the most valuable part of our projects, ideas and visions is the fact that we all
work to prepare the next generation for the future, startina tadav hv huildina an the nact
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Sidewalk project

Place des arts
Father Anselme
Chiasson



Tourist Guide Le Portage golf course

Welcome



